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I co a. vi 35» 
------ T bat you may attend upon the Lord 
| without os; 


De Jo HESE. Words ſpake 
Z/ 0} = D St.Paul ina time of Per- 
04. ag fecution, and he ſpake 
1 Wy G. then with ſpecial regard 
g&# to it. During that ſea- 
* fon he recommended to 


Clrikans a : fin ole Eſtate... .He recom- 


mended it, but tid not enjoyn it, nor 


A 3 make 


2 


Of the Wandring of the Mind 
make a matter of diſcretion, a neceſlar 
Duty. He gave not (therefore ) this 
Counſel'to all! buÞ & tho whb cord re- 


cetve it, And upon this account it was 


that he thayadvisd to that, ſtate of li 
Ac col FL ohie bi ”— WIAigks [24 


Preach'd in many Countries, with great 


Pains, and. 4midit'<qual Perils.) And he 


well-underſtood, that-the leſs the Propa- 


cators of it were. intangled in the Afﬀeairs 
of this Life, the more they. would: be_at 
liberty to promote their holy Faithi..The 
freer they would be from perplexity of 
Mind, and upon that account; the better 
diſposd 'to Attend #pon'the. [ Service of 


the] Lord []efts'] without diſtruion, 
Fa 


Upon occafion bf theſe Words 
(by (God's help ) et © FIN Yb 
1f. Enquire int6 the Ntur? of the Di- 
ſtraction,'or wandring of the Miz.1) Nt 


=. | £0) "rpc 4; 1b If? 
fo that, LF mare 


2dly. May 


'in the Service of God, 


 adh. May be confider'd thegreat © Evil 
of it, eſpecially where it is indulgd; and 
more eſpecially when it is affected in the 
Worſhip of God. That Conſideration 
wyll fitly inal uce ( in the 

34 Place) A Perſuaſgue to Attention 
and fixednels of Thou in God's Ser- 
vice; 'that-the Grace of God, which is, in 


" at” af of ilo ineltimable a Value, may 


=—_— /us be rece#Vd in Vain. | 
n: L The General nature of 66 the WWandring 
of the Mind, conliſteth neither in its muſing 
UPON THary. things, which increafeth know- 
; wor in"'bullpucing one: thing 'againlt 
another, whichhdpeth-usto'rmake'a right 
judament of them;' joy yet in its paſlng 
fromonemarter eomother;thotheobjeds 
arear ater: diſtance; for:they niay have 
xiow irreafon, tho they fave it 
not intime or place; fo it's (for example) 
with thoſe preat Objeg;Mioſer and Chrif, 
Canaan and Heaven. But 
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But then the Mind may be ſaid to 
wander, when:the Attention 1s .removed 
from the matter:which was properly be- 
fore it, to ſomething foreign, even then 
when the Meditation on that matter was 
ficly and uſefully to be conrinued. . So 
Pilate asked what. was T ruth 2 But he 

»yurſued not the Enquiry, neither ſtaid he 
_ the Anſwer of our Saviour, who was 
the only Oracle that could have given him 
a Reſolution which would have! Icte no 
doubt behind it. - 

This diſtra#ton of -the. Thou oht-cis ils 
ſometimes a, Natural. tufirmity; ty; Jon. ſoine. 
times 4 wilful and- afteted! Practices! ; ori, 

Sometimes the temper-iof the Brain: is 
either over-hgt; and: olatile;: of: coudy, 
and heavy,:\and! ſlow;: am, the: QQriginal 
frame! of ir 3; ſometimes Aions” = 
Diſeaſes and: throrigs of Worldly:Afﬀfairs 
thatrer that \Lewpes Which-was afirſiin 
1081 AITHDIT \ DIE ! a \.L4APE 
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apt inſtrument of Sobriety and compo- 
See of Mind. . And generally the Mind 
is apt, inſtead of maintaining an.orderly 
connexion of ' the Images: of it, which 
requireth Pains: and Judgment, to rove 
from one to another, by a kind: of caſu- 


| al coherence. |: As, for Example, when 


there is mention made in Scripture of 
Chriſt and his Do&rine, as the true 
Bread. which: came down from. Heaven ; 
the Imagination of the Reader or Hear- 
er who has not had his Senſes orderly 
exercisd and fixd, is very apt to wander 
from that Evangelical Food,to the thought 
of the Manna of the Iſraelites; and from 
the Manna, to the Wilderneſs in which it 
fell; and from thence to the! Rock in the 
Defart; which! God tmraed into a ſpringing 
Well ;-and then peradventure he thinks ot 
the-Impatience of 'Thirſt, and the refreſh- 
ing of Vater; and _ that, the Fancy 


IS 
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is led into as many windings and turnings 
of muſing, as the Fews lay there were mn 
that River which followed them, "Thas 
the Mind is - carried to ſuch a diſtance 
from the fp thought, as not to be able to 
tell, of a ſudden, where the Imaginati- 
on began, and in what manner it was con- 
tinued. 
We ſee and hear a great deal of this 
in the Digreſfons which are continually 
made both in Books and in Converſati- 
on; and may, to our great grief, feel the 
Byas of it in our ſelves when we appear be- 
fore God in his holy Houle ; -where there 
is little need of our interrupting of one a- 
nother by late coming, by Talk, or by ir- 
reverent Geſture, {ceing our own Minds 
give thetnſelves roo much diverſion.” 
' Themnatural Infirmity whichT have been 
ſpeaking of, is, in ſome Perſons carried 
on with ſuch Indulgence, that it becomes 


a Pre- 


© 4... tu the Service of God. 7 


xg: — 


a Freſumption,. Quch way is-given-tO it, 
luch content\,4s, taken tn it; that itis pro- 
perly a Man's own A&. | 

- 1 ſhall noe; here. dilceurie of all the 
kinds:;of this wiltul; Vcandring ; bur only 
of the removing of the Attention, .in-part 
or.in whole; fem.the. Worſhip of. God, 
and. the carryivg of it'to:lomething!thit 
is Vain Or. Fiched,; or) indifferent ;; ov\if 
good, as-improper at: that time, as would 
haye, been ; the; praQiice; of the lmpatent 
,man-dt Betbeſdqy, it he had deſired tohaye 
been” carried afar off to a Phyſiciang, in 
that juncture when the Angel had been 
juſt moving the Waters, or when Chriſt 
himſ{cli-was by. the Porchs |, 7 1 - 
. This is che manner. of thoſe whoin 
God's Houſe are preſent in; hody; and 4b- 
ſent in ſpirit; who with cald Formality, 
repeat religious Words, not minding-the 
important fſenſe., of ons who bear as 
EF | 2 if 
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FP they beard not'; 'who read with ſuch 
Negligence, as! not "to #nderſtand, even 
where the matter is 'not beyond a Ca- 
pacity which has not much depth; who 
ſce: the Holy | Elements, and” think of 
common T ables , and wander 'with their 
4 cyt  as- well as--their T bought : 
mgb. 16 God: with\. their 
hes, whilft Ins. beartsarsfar from' bim ; 
bly "their Hearts are dewkere 
> rfealy engaged, that" they* neither 
cle $0 in, nor the Rye” fo 
woorfh 12.9 154 


$19 Li.ad 7 Buiy: 7 pA vE F151 Jaidh 

th The een wondring; whe- 
ither it be natural-or acquir #,*%s no ſmall 
Evil, eſpecially when we ſhould* draw 
nioh-- to - God. iy ag Aﬀein- 
blies;- PID. 3971 


27 'Y; "I there herd; it is'4 uſd 


infir- 


in the Service of God. 9 
infirmity, it is attended with great incon- 


venience. 
It hinders us in the ſearch of ſuch 


Truths , as depend upon. any number 
of Conſequences. Where there-is not - 
Attention , ſuch Truths will not. be 
found : It is from the ſame: Root, that 
both Credulity and Scepticiſm.ſpring. _ It 
is from want of cloſeneſs of ; Thought, 
that ſome believe any thing, and others 
nothing; - Hence allo is prevented Re- 
ſolutions of, Will, ſo neceſſary in a [good 
matter, and attain'd only 'by ſuch a judg- 
ment,, as, being ; fixed it -{clf, fixeth the 
Purpoſe. i And, for; the .utmaſt degree 
of Inconſiſtency of Fhought; :ris-no 6- 
ther than Madneſs. From lower degrees 
of it, proceed great detedts mn a. Man's 
Duty. , to God, his Neighbour;; or him- 
ſelf , whilſt. the' nind-{tarts-ifrom ithat 
which is before it, and leaves it unhi- 


nuh'd 
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Dm 


niſh'd; reverſing the Counſel of the wiſe- 

Ecxl.g. 9. man, *Vbatſoever thy band findeth 10 
* do, do it with thy might. So ſerviceable 
to'all Buſi nels, Civil or Sacred, is the ap- 
plication of che mind. 

It is true, that very devout Perſons are 
ſubje& to the Infirmity of Wandring ; it 
bing difficult, amidſt fuch 'a variety of 1- 
mages in the head, to keep one certain 
line of them ſtraight and continued ; and 
our great Adverlary, inthe mid(t of; our 
beſt 'Thoughts, is buſte in darting in-fach 
Suggeſtions, as by' their ſuddenneſs;” their 
incoherence, their contrariety, both to our 

elent Thoughts and AfﬀeRions,".and 
_ - their Black and, Diabolical na- 
ture, ſhew that they are of Gy Farber 
the Devil. 

And tho it is in Divinity as in the G- 
wil Law, by which the Trees planted in 
another Man's Ground, are not, till they 


take 


in the Service of God. 


Il 


take root, judged the Property of the 
Owner of the Soil; tho evil Suggeſtions, 
till by -our conl(ent they are rooted in 
our hearts, are not our proper thoughts, 
but either the Devil's Temprations, or na- 
tural Infirmities, which the Mercitul God, 
who conſiders our Frame, will not impute 
to ſuch in whom tbe ſpirit is willing, and 
the fleſh weak ; yet it is an unhappy and 
uncomfortable. Circumſtance which they 
ought to pray and ſtrive againſt, and to 
the utmoſt of their Skill and Power abate, 
bearing with Patience the W eaknels they 
cannot conquer, till God Almighty in his 
good time.ſhall work the bleſſed Alterati- 
on in them. - 

Burt then, 

2dly. When Men allow and indulge 
themſclves m this roving of Imagination, 
and when they do. fo even in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, 
71 'Then 
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' Ads 7. 39. 


Then 1ſt. T beir- fin « exceeding ſ fo ofa 

And, 
dh. Their C ondition is very dange- 
rOMs. 

1. Their ſon is exceeding ſinful, both in 
it ſelf, and the Fountain whence it pro- 
ceeds. 

1. This Practice flows from a corrupt 
heart, which wants the love of God, For 
wherethe Treaſure is, there will the beart 
be alſo. It therefore the Heart valued 
God and Goodnels, if it truly lov his 
Honour, and its own Salvation, it 
would not perpetually go aſtray from 
them, but be there fixed where true joys 
are to be found, The Iſraelites when they 
were out of Egypt with their Bodies, in 
their bearts they turned back again into 
Egypt; its Idols pleaſing their imagi- 
nations, and its fruits their Appe- 
rites; but the boly woman in the Goſpel, 


who 


in the Service of God. 


who choſe the good pars, whole AﬀeRti- 
on was chiefly placed upon the: One thing 
neceſſary, the late, in the poſture, and 
with the attention, of a Diſciple at Feſus 
feet, and beard his word. | 

2. The root of this praQtice, the want 
of the love of od, being 1o evil, the 
praice cannot but partake of the irreli- 
gious nature Of it. 

Wilfal Wandring in God's ſervice is a 
kind of Contempt of God, and a coming in- 
to his Preſence. to flight him ; to affront 
him to his face ; and it gives him juſt oc- 
cafion to complain, as in Fer. 23. 11, In 
my Houſe 1 bave found wickedneſs. It is a 
preferring of our own ways and thoughts 

efore his : nay, 'tis the preferring of the 
InjeFions of the Devil, to whom we 
give place, by receiving of them into the 


room of pions meditations. 


C It 
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| JPET VOY TN) 


Ir is likewife a diſobedient refuſal of bis 
call, when he ſays with Importunity as 
well as Authority, My ſon give me thine 


 beart. 


It diſappoints the Ends deſigned by 
God's wiſdom in his Service, his own glo- 
ry, and the edification of the Worſhippers ; 
for, by ſuch hypocrifte which withdraws 


' the beſt = of Mans Service (that which 


is inward, judicious, hearty) and ſubſti- 
tutes that which is ſcarce a ſhew of De- 
votion , God is rather mockd than ho- 
nourd : and thoſe who are preſent in his 
Houſe with thoughts ranging in the world, 
can neither improve in Knowledge nor 
Faith, nor Devotiou, nor Morality ; ſee- 
ing they attend not to the means and 
exerciſes of them : For our Spiritual is 
not like our Natxral Stature, which grows 
up, whether we think or think not of it. 
Obſervable are the words of the Apoſtle. 


Gon- 


COrom—_— 


in the Service-of God, 


v3 


Conſider what 1 ſay, and the Lord give 
you underſtanding in all things. 

Add to this, the great aggravation of 
ingratitude in Sinners of this kind, who 
ſtand in ſuch need of the eſpecial grace of 
God, and whom God's extraordinary 
Goodneſs hath obliged with the means 
of it ; for after all this they deſpiſe bis 
and- their own mercics, and uſe the Grace 
of. God (as they ought to do the 
World) with an indifferency,. and as if 
they uſed it not. 

This undervaluing of the Riches of 
God's Love, inſtead of giving him thanks ; 
this neglet of: means, inſtead of ' embra- 
cing and uſing them for the improve- 
ment of our very imperfc& nature; this 
{pending 'of good hours to ſuch ill pur- 
poſe, is not only wicked, but 

2dly. Exceeding perillous, as indeed all 
wickedneſs is; tor how pleaſant foever 

C 2 vain 


— —— 
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| Amos8.5. 


vain I houghts are, and how charmi 
ſoever this Paradiſe m which the Fool 
wanders, may for a ſeaſon ſeem to him ; 
yet the immediate conſequence is evil, 
and the end of theſe things are ſhame 
and death. 

Diſtration abateth the Feal of the 
Heart, as the ſcattering of the Rays does 
the heat of the Sun; and when Men are 
either cold or luke-warm in their. duty, 
they are robb'd of the Comfortof it : they 
cannot take delight in that which they 
mind nor. 

The ſervice of God is a wearinels to 
thoſe whoſe Thoughts and . Aﬀections 
are elfewhere entangled. So it was to 
the Iſraelites, who groan'd even under 
their Priviledge, and ſaid, © When. will 
* the Sabbath be over that we may ſet 
© forth wheat ? 


And 


—_— 
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And for Almighty God, how can we 
zmagine that be will mind thoſe Services of 
ours, which we our ſelves do not ; He can- 
not but obſerve them, but ic is with the 
Animadverlion of a Judge, and in order 
to puniſhment: and zt ir a fearful thing, 
(in ſuch a manner, and in fo ill a cauſe) 
zo fall into the bands of the living God, 
He will make good his threatning in 
Fer. 6. 19. 1 will bring upon this people 
the fruzt of their thoughts. 

Now the Conſiderations of the Wick: 
edneſs, and the Peril of wiltul and affeted 
wandring inthe Service of God, do- fitly 
prepare the way to the Lhird Part of this 
Diſcourſe. 

3. A perſuaſeve to Attention, without 
which we cannot. be either innocent, or 
ſafe, or uletul. 

Give, therefore, to God not a ———_ 
cal but a reaſonable ſervice. Let. him, have 
more 
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more than the bodily Engine, and the 
natural ſpring of it, by which the Eyes, - 
and Hands, and Lips, and Knees, are 
mov'd. Conſider that when all the Forces 
of Soul and Body are united, They 
are ſtill an imperfe&t Oblation; how much 
more when they are divided and weak'ned 
by the 'Thoughts and AﬀeCtions running 
in many and in crooked Channels. 

Offer, then, to him what is his due, and 
that which pleaſeth him beſt, and that 
which becomes a Man, the Soul, the in- 
rention, the inward reverence; give him 
it with judgment ; not repeating ( for ex- 
ample ſake) the Miniſters proper parts, 
ſuch as Abſolution and Benedifion, as the 
manner of ſome is. Give him it in its 
place and in its ſeaſon ;. perform that fin- 
cerely which you come to do: If any 
other thing be then thought of, tho' in 
its general ' nature, indifferent, nay tho 


g00d, 
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good, it is zmproper, and takes us away 
trom our particular duty at a time when 
we ſhould ſolemnly pertorm it. He (tor 
inſtance) do's ill in God's Cauſe who reads 
the very Scriptures in the Time of the 
Prayers. 

He that is in Honour and hath under- 
ſanding of it, he that conſiders how ex- 
cellent a Creature Man is as God made 
him, ſuch a one will not be eafte in do- 
ing any thing znſeaſonably and imperti- 
ently; much leſs will he forgive himſelf 
for thinking with pleaſure on God's Day 
only on his own ſzx days Labours, or 

which are much worſe) his Vanities Ec. 2. 14. 
and Jooſneſſes of Life. T he wiſe man's Prov. 17. 
Eyes are in bis Head, but a fools Eyes © 
are at the ends of the Earth ; Endea- 
vour, therefore, to attend on the Lord; 
not as fools but as wiſe , ſaying in this 
ſenſe, our hearts are fixed, O God, our 
bearts are fixed. Now 
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Now becauſe we are ſubje& to the 
Infirmity of giddineſs and miſattention, 
and to an indulgence of infirm Nature ; 
and, likewiſe to the Inſults of that Ad- 
verſary, who ſtudies to give the greateſt 
interruption to us when we are moſt 
religiouſly imployd ; a meer diſſua- 
five from wandring is not ſufficient 
for us, unlels we alſo underſtand and 
uſe fit Helps againſt Diftra&ion of 
thought. 

And for Helps, ſome are but pretended 
ones, and will deceive us. 

Others are real, and will, at leaſt pre- 
vent much of our Diſtemper , if they 


cannot wholly cure it. 


Firſt, Amongſt the pretended Helps 
which will deceive us, I ſhall mention 
tWO. 


1. The 


© © in the Service of God. 
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The Firſt is that of the Romaniſts,who 
preſcribe the uſe of an Image, as a proper 
Inſtrument for the faxing the Mind by 
the Alliſtance of Senſe. Whereas, by this 
means the Eye draws down the Mind 
from the Prototype to the Type, from 
the Creator to the Creature; and the [- 
mage i turnd into an Idol, and the Im- 
mediate Phantaſm (which is made by the 
ſight of it) is that which is moſt thought 
of and adord. So that this ſecond Ob- 
jet diſtracts the Mind, inſtead of fixing 
it where it ſhould be truly placd ; and 
oives it a diverſion by thoſe Bodily Ap- 
pearances which do not at all appertain 
ro the moſt high God whom we worſhip, 
and whom only we ſhould ſerve. 

A ſecond pretended Help againſt wan- 
dring of Mind, is »npremeditated Prayer. 
For the Novelty of it will, they preſume, 
engage the Attention, whilſt that to which 

D ' Me 
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Men are accuſtom'd will be formally re- 
peated. 

To which it may be ſaid, that ſuch as 
come in good earneſt to ſerve God, will 
attend much more to an ancient Service, 
which is judicious and grave, than to any 
new one which 1s raw and undigeſted. 

That thoſe who officiate ( being not 
inſpird ) unleſs great Ability and long 
Ule have given them an extraordinary 
Talent, are diftraFed betwixt Invention 
and Elocution; they are forc'd not ſo much 
to mind what they ſay, as to fludy what 
they ſhall ſay : and thoſe who bear are 
diſtracted allo ,, betwixt Aſſenting and 
ſlaying Amen, and conſidering, in a new 
Matter, whether they can fay Amen to 
it or not. 

Nor can it be imagind that the Hearers 
ſhould not rove if the Speakers do. 

Wherefore, not truſting to pretended 
Helps, 


D— 
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Helps, let us (zd/y) make uſe of thoſe 
which are real. And they are many. 

Our Infirmity of thought 1s help'd. 

By ſome. Order in thinking, tho' it be 
not'nice and Philoſophical, but ſuch as 
we may learn even from common Cate- 
chiſms, and Sums of: Chriſtian Religion. 

By freeing our ſelves, as much as may 
be, trom worldly Incumbrance ; and by 
baniſhing Care, which perplexeth the 
Mind, and choaketh the' good thoughts 
of it. ua | | 

By preſerving the Temper from being 
broken with Adverfity, through that: e- 
vennels which pnoceedeth from Refigna- 
tion to God. 

By keeping the Affairs of the other 


days of the: Week from intrenching: too 


much upon thoſe of the firf.; ſothe Fews 
began their Sabbath -about Midghe ; 
and how (for Example ſake) is it poſt 

© 8 2 {tble 
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force us to attend to it 


ſible for thoſe to be undiſtrated in God's 
Service, who come into a Charch on the 
Lord's-Day, full of the Images of a T hea- 
ter frequented on the Eve of it ? 


Further our _Infirmity is belpd, by a. 


particular Application to God againſt wan- 
daring 1 in his Service, when we are jult en- 
tring upon it, 

By our immediate checking and recal- 
ling of our T houghts, as ſoon as we per- 
ceive them to be ſtepping afide; and by 
taking a holy R evenge upon our ſelves, e- 
ſpecially in private, in repeating thatto 
which we lels attended, till we are latif 
fied in our attention to it. 

It is further aſſiſted, by the confidera- 
tion of the Majeſty of him we worſhip ; 
by laying ro Heart the moment of the 
Service it felf, and making it caſe of 


Life and Death eternal, which will almoſt 
By 


in the Service of God. 


By the Time con{ider'd, as ſeparated 
from common Uſe and ſervile Labour. 

By the Place,thought upon as dreadful, 
or as God's eſpecial Preſence. 

By the decency of the Place fitted for 
a Religious Aſſembly , without wariety 
of ſuperſtitions Figures, {uch eſpecially as 
we {ee in many Romilſh Churches, where 


they ſerve for Pomp, rather than Edi- 


fication, and for the refreſhing of thole to 


whom the unedifying found of an un- 
known - Language, would elſe be very, t&- 
dious. 

Images, and ſuch-like Ornaments, amuſe 
the, Fancy, and draw away the Attention 
fromthe Service of God, which is the Bu- 
fines for which ſuch Buildings are erected, 
and where it ſuthceth if they be convent 
ent, clean and decent, 

Furthermore, our [nfirmityis helpd by 
Scriptures and Services; ina known Tags; ; 

or 
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; Of the Wandring of the Mind 


for how ſhall a Man attend to that which 
he does not underſtand ? 

Alſo by the good Method and Order of 
that which is-deliverd ; and by /turgical 
Words, well choſen, andready prepar'd. 
For a Service, which is well weigh'd, and 
ecnerally approvd of, andat hand for ule, 
leaves the Mind at more freedom for the 
exerciſe of its Devotion : It hath nothing 
then to do, but to add to good Words ; reli- 
ojous fervour of Mind, which by the in- 
rehſeneſs of it; willkeep off Foreign Tdeas; 
The Birds will not light upon the Sacri- 
fice whilſt it is flaming. LON. 
Nor are thoſe frequent breaks in Litur! 
oy inconſiderabk Helps to the common 
People, who are loſt in a long-continued 
Service; whilſt they are ableto attend to 
that which is ſhort, and aftera {mall pauſe, 
to renew their Attention to a following 
Ejaculation or Colle : and to them thofe 
Þ 33 ſhort 


| 


ET, 


ſhort Ejaculations, which the ignorant 

revile as ſbreds of Prayer, are real Helps 
Dewotion 

- Laſtofall; God, by bis Spirit, helps the 

Spirit of Man in the uſe of good Means, 

when, with profound. Humility, and fer- 

vent Devotian, he prays for it. 

After all this, let no Man excule himſelf 
upon the impoſſibility of perfeft ſteadineſs 

Mind. +. 

The- firſt Motions to wandring can 
fcarcely be, at all times, prevented ;but the 
continuance of them is our own At and 
Choice. In aters.a {mall Circle,made by 
any thing caſt in, isenlargd into a greater, 
and fo multiplied, till atlaft the whole Sur- 
face becomes uneven ; but it needs not be- 
{on the deep of the Heart which is a vo- 
lnntary Agent, That which cannot be 
helpd, ſhall not be an{wer'dfor: but much 
may be helpd ; andit itbe not, ſuch di- 
{traKion 
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Of the W. andring of the Mind 


{traction is beyond Apology. All vain, 


all wicked T houghts which we delight in, 
are our own; and procced not {o:much 
trom the Frailty of Nature, as the Pol- 
lurion of the Heart. | 
And happier, much happier is the Con- 
dition of the Ideot, who cannot think with 
any tolerable conli{tence ; or the feck Per- 
ſon, whole Fever rageth, and not himſelf, 
than a Man who has a good Capacity, 
and is a Maſter of Method ; yer, when he 
is upon: the great Bulineſs of ſaving his 
Soul, takes up all his thoughts with his 
Farms and his Oxen, his "Trade and Mer- 
chandize, his Politicks or ſecular Studies. 
And for thoſe pious Worſhippers, 
whole minds are weak, and memories frail, 
and by Age, or other Cauſes, paſt the reco- 
very of the ſoundnels of them, let them nor 
be ſo diſcouraged as to forbear God's 
Worſhip, becauſe they do it with ſuch 


Im- 
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on, tho' they ſhake every ſtep, they make 
way, tho'flowly ; arid chey will, atlaft f- 
wiſh their Courſe with joy. That which 
the Apoſtle faith of Charity, is trueof Pie- 


. ty; Þ there be a willing Mind it i accep- 


ted according ro what a man has, and not 
according ro what be bas mot. 

[t is confefs'd, that one end of our com- 
ing together mn Religious Afſernblies, is the 
giving a publich Sign of out Communion 
with God's Church, which is done by or 

eſence, and out decefit behaviour there. 
Bur there is ſomething more reqtiir'd; the 
paying of our aFual Homage to God, by 
the Dedication of Soul and Body fo him, 
and the attending to the holy Offices, as 
means appointed by God for our inftru- 
Qion, reproof, encouragemierit, and com- 
fort; and the conveying to us his eſpecial 

Grace and Bleſling. . 4 
t 


imperfetion. The Patalitic maſt move ">, 


Of the Wandring of the Mind 


It is true, the Liturgy isa ſettled Form, 
and gives not daily new entertainment to 
Mens Fancies ; but it is ſuch, as being of- 
ten repeated, may yet pleaſe and- benefit 
the Devout. 

 TheScriptures are always the ſame, but 
they are a great deep of Divine Wiſdom ; 
andevery time a Man attendsto them, he 
may poſbibly find ſomething inſtructive and 
uſeful, which before he oblery'd not. 

Iris certain that we cannot hear Moſes 
and the Prophets in Perſon: But God's 
good Providence hath convey d their wri- 
tings down to us, and 'we.nuſt read and 
hear them. Fs 4.100 bes 2017 

It is true, that Solomon, whoſe Wiſdom 
drew Hearers from the Ends of the Earth, 
do's not now ſpeak himſelf,but his; orks dg. 

It is confelsd, that Chriſt who ſpake-as 
never. man ſpake, is in the Heavens, bur his 
written word is in his Church, and a migh- 


ty 
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in the Service of God. 


3I 


ty Power goes along with it whereſvever 
there is a teachable and attentive Diſpo- 
{icion, 


It is alſo humbly acknowledgd, that 


there are great ImperfeRions in the Mini- 


\ſers of the Church; yet Chriſt hath been 


' pleas'd, in earthen Veſſels, ro convey to the 


World therich Treaſure of his Goſp:l. 
Let us therefore receive the Gift with- 
out deſpiſing the meannels of the Meſſen- 
ers; and mind not ſo much who the 
Vatn is that ſpeaks, as that which z ſaid, 
and the Divine Authority, from whence 
he has Commiſſion to preach the Do- 
rine of the Meſſiah. 


Finally, Let us make devout ſupplication: to Al- 
mighty God, who hath cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our Learning ; praying him co. grant, 
T hat we may in ſuch wiſe read, hear, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeſt them, that by patience and comfort of his 
Holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold faſt the 
bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which be hath given 
5 in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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